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The 10'h anniversary of the lVlelbourne N4arathon brought
together a group of 88 men and women who all had one

thing in common, each of them had competed in every
lvlelbourne Niaraihon to date. This group of people formed
the i,ielcourne lvlarathon Spartans Ciub in recognition of the

eifons and dedication ihey have made to running in the

Melbourne lviarathon.

Scarian members can be recognised by their Green or Gold

singieis and they lrave their own race number'

Today, there are more than 900 people who qualify to be a
Spartan with one wheelchair athlete, lan Gainey but there
are only 24 who have competed in all 24 fulelbourne

N,'larathon.

The Spartans who have cornpeted in all 24
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NIOTAELE SPARTANS
Feter Ryan A0 569 (President of Spartans)
Peter has been involved for many years at Hawthort.r

Football Club working on the recruiting committee He

doesn't gel to see the Hawks play very often as he spencJs

most of his time watching country and suburban footbatl
looking for up and coming recruits.

Peter was awarded an Order of Australia medal three years

ago for his contribution to sport for the disadvantaged

For many years now he has almost single headecli;t

organised a football competition for mentally disabled ancl

disadvantaged youths where teams come from as far away

as Bendigo.

Peter has acquired iootballs, jumpers etc from several

Ieague clubs. He has a pool of umpires who give their time

free.

He has also harangued Spartan members into giving any

used running shoes to him, to hand on to the large number

of disadvantaged youths that he looks after.

John Dean S20
Before John took up marathon running he was a rrery fit and

deterrnined squash player and the following siory should

verify that.

ln 1975 at agecl 32, John made it into the Guinness Book of

Records by playing continuous squash for 72 hours, during

thai iime l-re had almost a 100 opponents. The record stood

for many years before a South African beat it.

ln talking about his continuous marathon effoil John

admitted to running on occasion with injury and suggested
there were probably many others who did similar things.

On three dilferent years John ran with a stress fractui-e of the

foot, a broken collarbone and a stress fracture of the shin.

Shirley Young SF 2
Shirley is our only female who has done them all. Suffice to

say Shirley is a Iegend in Veteran athletics and has held and

stiil holds many Australian and overseas records in veteran

distance running including grueiling 24 hour runs'
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