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Mr. Irving Saulwick, chairman Victorian Dairy Industry Authority, presents Margaret Reddan,
1st woman, with her gold medal.

The Big M — a great marathon and a great effort by all who competed,
well done!

Dr. J. M. Bryden

General Manager
Victorian Dairy Industry Authority




A The Big M Melbourne Marathon

Each of the nearly 5000 entrants in the eighth annual Big M
Melbourne Marathon is in debt to the excellent organisation of this
year’s event.

For participants and friends alike, the Family Fiesta was a
welcome innovation. Sponsored by the Melbourne City Council and
supported by the Victorian Jaycees, its great success contributed
to the development of the Big M Melbourne Marathon as both a
people’s race and Australia’s premier marathon.

It is especially pleasing to note that amongst the entrants were
fifty-one from overseas.

The loyalty of sponsors should be acknowledged as their
continuing contribution enables this race to be conducted so
efficiently. In particular, | thank the Victorian Dairy Industry Authority;
Radio 3MP; Melbourne City Council; Computer Technology;
Philippine Airlines; Adidas; Ansett Airlines; Statewide Building
Society; Frankston City Council; Seiko; AMI Toyota; Budget
Rent-A-Car; HSV 7; St. Kilda Road Travelodge; Victoria’s 150th
Anniversary Committee; Canon Copiers; Du Pont.

Thanks are due to the Victoria Police, the St. John Ambulance
Brigade, the Australian Sports Medicine Federation, doctors,
paramedics, athletic clubs, local councils and to the hardworking
Marathon Committee for their dedication and hard work.

Finally, | commend each of the athletes whose name appears
in this booklet. To prepare physically and psychologically for a
marathon during the winter and to complete the demanding course
is a fine achievement of fitness and discipline of which all entrants
should feel proud.
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NEIL TREZISE

Minister for Sport and Recreation
Patron, Big M Melbourne Marathon
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The Big M Melbourne Marathon

Olympic Park Administration Building,
Swan Street, MELBOURNE, Vic. 3002, Australia Telephones (03) 428 7808

Dear Marathoner,

Congratulations on being part of Australia’s most prestigious marathon. The 8th Annual
Big M Melbourne Marathon saw 4,987 entrants, including 330 women, 642 interstate and overseas
entries, 1,473 1st time marathoners and 9 wheelchair entrants all eager to run the 1985 Big M
Melbourne Marathon.

The performances of the winners, Fred Vandervennet, Belgium, 2:12:35 and Margaret Reddan,
2:44:56 was outstanding. So too were the fine performances from many runners recording their
personal best for the distance.

This year’s race from the start at Frankston to the Family Fiesta in the Alexandra Gardens
was without doubt our smoothest and most successful. To the many volunteers who assisted
on the day, including athletic clubs, Victoria Police, St. John, Australian Sports Medicine
Federation and all the other support groups my heartiest congratulations and thank you.

The Family Fiesta was a fitting conclusion to a great run. The involvement of competitors,
family, friends and the public contributed not only to a people’s race but a people’s day.

Thank you to all sponsors who have played such a major role in the success of our marathon.
We are indeed grateful for your support.

During the past eight years | have participated in and viewed some of the world’s great
marathons — London, Berlin, Honolulu, Tokyo. It is with pride | have watched the development
and improvement of marathon runners in the Big M since 1978. In 1978, 44% of the field finished
in 4 hours, in 1985, 67% of the field finished in 4 hours. Australians have been tagged as achievers,
this is borne out by the amazing improvement in the past eight years.

1985 was indeed a busy year — Australian record entries were received in the Myer Women’s
10K Classic and the Royal Life Half Marathon. The 3MP/adidas Warm-Up Run was also most
successful.

A special thank you to my staff for their tireless work and to the committee of Melbourne
Marathon Inc.

| look forward to seeing you on the line in 1986, the year of the Edinburgh Commonwealth
Games.

Regards,

, TED PAULIN
E EXECUTIVE DIRECTOR
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