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Qantas is very proud to be associated with the Melbourne Marathon, and
we congratulate all of the runners who participated in our first year of major
sponsorship.

We hope that you will take up the challenge and “go the distance” with
us again on the 2nd of June. GOOD LUCK!

WARWICK BLACKER
Manager Victoria
Qantas Airways Ltd
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The thirteenth Qantas Melbourne Marathon attracted runners from the
largest number of countries yet with 22 nations being represented.

This is reflected by the first three place getters this in both male and
female categories. These were, men’s: Russell Foley, Australia, Frank
Shevlin, Australia, Muhamed Nazipov, USSR and women’s: Alevtina
Chasova, USSR, Malgorzata Birbach, Poland and Jenny Dowie of
Australia.

The increase in the number of international competitors could well be
a growing trend since our new major sponsor, Qantas, has recently held
highly successful Melbourne Marathon launches in both Japan and
Honolulu which it is hoped will encourage greater numbers of participants
from these countries for the 1991 race.

Next year, for the first time, the Marathon will be staged during June.
This move could well attract additional overseas visitors since this timing
will not clash with the northern hemisphere’s favoured autumn running
season. Airfare and accommodation packages to Australia are more
attractive at this time also. An additional benefit to Australian runners will
be the late summer/autumn training period instead of winter. Indeed taking
all factors into consideration we are hoping for record attendance at the
1991 Marathon.

Some interesting statistics for this year’s race are as follows: there was
a total of 3881 entries of which 356 were women runners, 1146 were first
time marathoners, 12 were wheelchair participants and 466 competitors
from interstate or overseas.

For the third year running a Marafun Family Walk and Kids’ Fun Run
was staged, in conjunction with the Marathon, which was sponsored this
year by Life. Be In It with funding from the Victorian Health Promotion
Foundation.

It is easy to think that such a popular event as the Melbourne Marathon
requires little planning and preparation these days because it has been
so successfully organised for the last twelve years. This however is not
the case and | always welcome the opportunity to express my thanks to
the Marathon Committee who work so hard behind the scenes for many
months before and after each race.

Special thanks must also be expressed to the many sponsors of the
1990 Marathon including Qantas Airways Limited, Cities of Frankston and
Melbourne, Ansett Airlines, Easy Music 3MP, St. Kilda Road Travelodge,
Mobil Oil Australia, Tandem Computers, Saucony, The Met, Institute of
Health and Fitness, Melway Publications, Drug Offensive, Murphy Truck
Rentals, Cubitt Trophies, Coca-Cola, Retireinvest Pty Ltd, Hawthorn —
Financial Planners and the Woodruff Family.

And | am sure you are all aware that no Melbourne Marathon would
be possible without the dedicated work of the doctors and paramedics,
athletics clubs, local councils, the Australian Sports Medicine Federation,
the St. John Ambulance Brigade and members of the Victoria Police all
of who work tirelessly to ensure that the race is run as safely and efficiently
as possible.
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NEIL TREZISE
Minister for Sport and Recreation
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Dear Marathoner,

Congratulations on finishing the 1990 Qantas Melbourne Marathon. Our marathon
is a peoples’ race — your involvement contributed to its success as we step into the
nineties.

| welcome Qantas, our major sponsor, their support and enthusiasm will assist in
the development of the marathon. | also thank all the sponsors who played such a major
role in the success of the marathon, we are indeed grateful for your support.

To the many support groups on the day, a sincere thank you on behalf of Melbourne
Marathon Incorporated and the runners. Also to Victoria Police, ASMF, St John and the
Melbourne School of Tactile Therapies — a fantastic effort. To David Edwards and his
support crew — well done!

Congratulations to Russell Foley, our first Australian to win since Andrew Lloyd in
1981. Congratulations also to Alevtina Chasova, USSR, for a great run. Russell Foley
will represent us at our Sister Marathon at Lake Kawaguchi, Japan, November 1991. Jenny
Dowie represented us at the Osaka International Ladies Marathon, 1991. Both Frank
Shevlin and Carol Ey, second Australians, will participate in the Long Beach Marathon,
USA, May, 1991.

In 1990 we welcomed runners from twenty-two countries including Japan, with a
large group from Okinawa complete with television crew; Thom Hansen’s group from
Norway with their band of supporters and Dietrich Westphal, leading a group from
Germany; plus many others.

Congratulations to our new age group course record holders — Colin Falon, NSW,
(50-54 years); Margaret Ellis-Smith (50-55 years) and Shirley Young (60+). To the 61 new
Spartans: ‘Welcome to the club’! ‘I am sure the marathon was special and significant
for you’.

The Family Fiesta was a great success with 20,000 in attendance during the day.
Thanks to Yoplait and Melbourne City Council, also our major sponsors. The Victorian
Retail Fruiterers co-ordinated by Alan Gange gave away 12 tonne of fruit. Free spas,
free massage, entertainment and good food added to the success of the day.

The Marafun with Life Be In It, funded by the Victorian Health Promotion Foundation
had a perfect day to walk in this family orientated event. Thank you to participants and
all sponsors, we look forward to your support in 1991.

June 2, 1991 will signal a new era for our event. We are confident the move will
prove to be a great success. Your training programme will now be through our beautiful
Autumn. The international component will increase significantly and we are planning to
make sure your involvement is a memorable one.

Please join us in 1991 — | look forward to receiving your entry.
Warm regards

TED PAULIN
Executive Director
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