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Qantas is very proud to be the major sponsor of the Melbourne Marathon, and
we congratulate all of the runners who participated in this, our second year of
involvement.

We hope that you will take up the Challenge again next year and ‘go the distance’
with us on an exciting new course around our wonderful city. We are looking forward
to seeing you there on Sunday 31st May, 1992.

. . . and remember, if you are thinking of running a marathon anywhere overseas,
contact one of our Qantas Travel Centres for advice on all your travel needs.

WARWICK BLACKER
Regional Manager
Southern Australia
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This year for the first time the fourteenth Qantas Melbourne Marathon,
was held in June. It attracted 193 overseas entries and proved to be
extremely successful.

The first three place getters were Men — Victor Mozgovoi of USSR,
Cihangir Demirel of Turkey and Damien Cook of Victoria; Women — Irina
Petrova — USSR, Dianne Aitken of Victoria and Reiko Hirosawa of Japan.

The move to stage the Marathon in June 1991 was very daring as
it had previously been staged in October, but the change of date attracted
additional overseas competitors and visitors to Melbourne thanks to the
encouragement from the major sponsor Qantas.

Some interesting statistics for this year’s race are as follows: 133
Japanese competitors took part (the biggest on record), 198 runners ran
their tenth or more Melbourne Marathons and 64 runners took part who
have run every Melbourne Marathon.

This year saw the introduction of many weekend activities leading
up to the main event. On Friday night the city played host to an eight
kilometre Torch Run around the gardens heralding the introduction to
‘Melbourne’s Winter In The City’. Next day the Southern Cross hosted
a Marathon Breakfast sponsored by the Drug Offensive which included
a special guest speaker, Steve Moneghetti, and again for the fourth year
running Life. Be in it’s Marafun Fun Run, funded by the Victorian Health
Promotion Foundation, was a highlight leading up to the big event.

Special thanks must also be expressed to the many sponsors of the
1991 Marathon including Qantas Airways Limited, the City of Frankston,
Victorian Tourism Commission, Easy Music 3MP, Southern Pacific Hotel
Corporation, Saucony, Murphy Car & Truck Rentals, Institute of Health
and Fitness, IBM, Coca Cola Bottlers, The Met, Melway Publications, the
City of Melbourne, Mobil and the Drug Offensive.

| am sure you are all aware that the Melbourne Marathon is now one
of the largest and most prestigious running events world wide and it would
not be as professional as it is today, without the dedicated work of the
doctors, paramedics, athletics clubs, local councils, the Australian Sports
Medicine Federation, the St John Ambulance Brigade and members of
the Victorian Police.

I would like to take this opportunity to thank the Marathon Committee
who work tirelessly behind the scenes for many months before and after
each race to make this Marathon what it is today — A Great Victorian
Event.

/4 —

NEIL TREZISE
Minister for Sport and Recreation
Patron Qantas Melbourne Marathon
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Dear Marathoner,

The 1991 Qantas Melbourne Marathon saw another major development in our history with
the race being conducted on June 2.

Thank you Qantas, our major sponsor, who have worked so enthusiastically in the development
of the race. Thank you to all our sponsors who played such an important part in the success
of the Marathon.

A special thank you to the volunteer groups who endured the wet conditions to support you
on the day. Thanks also to the Victoria Police, Australian Sports Medicine Federation, St John
Ambulance, Melbourne School of Tactile Therapies and Victorian Retail Fruiterers Association
— a great job! Thank you to Peter Stewart and in particular my staff for their tireless work.

The seven weeks preceding the race were rain free, perfect Autumn conditions, unfortunately
the weather changed early AM race morning with rain that stayed with us for the day. Although
conditions were unpleasant at the start, they were quite good for marathon running.

Congratulations to all finishers, the marathon is surely everyone’s ‘Mt Everest’. To our dual
USSR winners, Victor Mozgovoi and Irina Petrova, congratulations! Cihangir Demirel (Turkey) took
second place after a great dual with John Boyes (UK); third placing went to Damien Cook, First
Australian. This surely was Damien’s proudest moment. Dianne Aitken gave an outstanding
performance finishing second female and First Australian. | am positive we will hear a lot more
of Dianne.

Damien Cook will be our representative in Lake Kawaguchi, Japan, and Dianne Aitken our
representative in the Osaka International Ladies Marathon, Japan. Our best wishes to you both.

Rieko Hirosawa, Japan, took third placing with the best record by a Japanese woman. It is
interesting to note Japan took out four of the Age Group Awards.

Two new course records were established. Evergreen Spartan Shirley Young, 60 plus, 3:43:22
and Japan’s Masako Ide, 45-49 years, 2:56:19.

Nineteen countries were represented in the race, Japan was the largest group with 250 plus,
including supporters. To our local runners | say thank you for your warm welcome to our visitors,
it was well received.

Pre-race events included the inaugural ‘Melbourne Torch Run’, conducted on Friday, May
31, 1991. What a great success! This particular race will be the forerunner of one of Melbourne’s
great events.

The Drug Offensive Breakfast at the Southern Cross Ballroom on marathon eve was most
entertaining. Steve Moneghetti, as Guest Speaker, was well received and set the mood for the
marathon the next day.

The Life. Be in it Marafun, funded by the Victorian Health Promotion Foundation, heralded
a new dimension, conducted for the first time as a run, jog or walk event. The response was
excellent and | am confident it will expand in 1992.

The Family Fiesta was relocated at the rowing clubs and river frontage. The rowing clubs
had catered for the runners with food and drink, unfortunately, this was affected by the wet
conditions. We shall work on improving this area and hope to have you all attending in 1992.

In 1992 we celebrate our fifteenth running of the Melbourne Marathon. The date is May 31st,
with the 30K Warm-Up Run on May 10, please mark your calendar. 1992 promises to be an exciting
year with major new developments. | look forward to receiving your entry.

Warm regards,

o TRk

TED PAULIN
Executive Director
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