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Qantas is proud to continue its major sponsorship of the Melbourne Marathon, and
we congratulate all runners who participated in this year’s event.

Some major changes have taken place over the last three years in an endeavour to
make this a truly international sporting event for Melbourne.

We thank you sincerely for your support and we look forward to your participation
in 1993.
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A MESSAGE FROM THE PATRON,
The Honourable Neil Trezise MP,
Minister for Sport and Recreation.

One of the reasons the QANTAS Melbourne Marathon has gone from
strength to strength over the last 15 years has been the courage of its
organisers to change and expand its format to increase the Marathon’s
attraction for participants.

This year was no exception when a new Melbourne oriented course
was implemented by the Committee which started and finished in
Melbourne and took in many of Melbourne’s best known landmarks.

The new course also provided participants with the opportunity of
viewing the front runners ahead of them which they considered a definite
improvement.

Support for the event over this new route was given by Melbourne,
South Melbourne, Port Melbourne and St. Kilda City Councils, my
Department of Sport and Recreation, the Victoria Police and the Public
Transport Corporation.

The Marathon, which was run at the end of May this year, attracted
a record number of overseas entrants, 346 from 26 countries, among the
total of 3527.

Another innovation this year was the introduction of a Half Marathon
which attracted 1247 runners, 918 men and 329 women: 76 of these
competitors were from eight overseas countries.

Another popular event, which has been run in conjunction with the
Marathon for some years, was the Life. Be in it. Marafun. The course was
set around the Botanic Gardens and this lovely setting was enjoyed by
nearly 800 participants.

This year saw a record number, over 800, overseas participants and
their supporters in all events and of these over 600 were from Japan. This
is a tribute to the hard work of the Committee and the significant support
they have received from Qantas, Victorian Tourism Commission and
Melbourne Major Events Company.

One pleasurable aspect of writing this message is the opportunity
it gives me to publicly thank everyone involved in the lengthy and
sometimes arduous preparations for running this highly popular and very
successful event. So in addition to expressing my thanks to the Committee
and to all our sponsors | would like to thank the Victoria Police, the
Australian Sports Medicine Federation, the doctors and paramedics who
took part, the athletics clubs and the local councils.
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